Americans Promoting Study Abroad (APSA)

in partnership with the
DC Center for Global Education and Leadership (CGEL)

Announces
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR DCPS STUDENTS TO STUDY IN CHINA!

“Americans Promoting Study Abroad China Scholars” Program
June 27 to August 5, 2010
Program Highlights:

· Intensive Chinese language study in China

· Broad exposure to Chinese culture and society

· Community service project completed in Beijing

· Field trips to speak to international career professionals
· Full scholarships provided
Student Application Packet includes:
· Program and Application Information: pages 2-4
· Student Application Form: pages 5-8 

Application Deadline:  March 12, 2010

Completed applications should be mailed or hand-delivered to:

Sally Schwartz

DC Center for Global Education and Leadership

3601 Connecticut Avenue, NW  #500

Washington, DC  20008

For further information, and downloadable applications, go to www.dc-cgel.org.

Or contact Sally Schwartz, CGEL Director, at 202-251-1692 or dc.cgel@gmail.com.

American Promoting Study Abroad and

the DC Center for Global Education and Leadership (CGEL)

Announce

“Americans Promoting Study Abroad China Scholars” Program
supported by the Beijing Municipal Education Commission
Program Description

Up to five (5) students from DC Public Schools will be selected to join students from other American cities to participate in the “Americans Promoting Study Abroad China Scholars” Program.  High school students with prior Chinese language learning experience are encouraged to apply for this 6-week trip to Beijing, China, tentatively scheduled for June 27 to August 5, 2010.  This will be an academically challenging trip, which will include intensive Chinese language study, as well as exposure to Chinese culture and society.  The program will be hosted at a high school in Beijing, where students will stay in school dormitories.  The program will also include field trips to cultural sites, participation in a community service project, and exposure to a range of international careers in business, government and other areas.  Student participants will be expected to use this experience to continue studying Chinese next school year.  All program fees will be underwritten, including airfare, tuition, food, housing, activities and travel insurance.  Students will be responsible for about $400-500 in personal expenses, including passport and visa fees, and spending money.  Students for whom this may represent a financial burden should still apply, and may be granted additional financial support.  The Selection Committee will identify up to five DCPS students and two alternates for this program.
Student Eligibility and Selection Criteria  

· Must be a US citizen.

· Must be a DCPS student between 15 and 18 years of age at the start of the program; priority goes to current high school sophomores.
· Must have a strong academic record (minimum 3.0 GPA).

· Must have completed at least one academic year of Chinese as a foreign language by summer.

· Participation in school activities with emphasis on leadership roles and community service.
· Must commit to be an active and enthusiastic participant in all aspects of the program.

· Must be in good overall health, as Beijing air can be quite polluted, and the program will include walking, hiking, and other vigorous physical activity.  Students with asthma, food allergies, or other medical conditions that require special attention should include an explanation of the condition with their application.  The health and safety of students is our primary concern.
· Complete medical screening during the application process.

· Preference will be given to students with no prior international travel experience.
Program Overview
The program includes the following components:

· DC orientation, including briefings on China and team building prior to departing to China

· Academically rigorous Chinese language program 

· 3-4 hours of instruction per day

· Homework, and mid-term and final exams

· Opportunities to practice the language with Chinese people

· Broad exposure to Chinese culture and society

· Visits to the Great Wall, the Forbidden City, and exploration of Beijing

· Classes in Chinese calligraphy and Kungfu

· Informal meetings with a wide range of people in Chinese society

· Community service project

· Exposure to a wide range of international careers

· Prior participants met executives from Coca Cola, GE, Google, Kodak, the NBA, and MTV in China, as well as journalists, people working at the US embassy and with non-governmental organizations.
· Continued events and China related activities the following school year
Student Responsibilities

Students who participate in this travel program will be required to:

· Attend at least four (4) pre-departure activities in DC (parents must attend one program with the students), as well as mandatory follow-up meetings next school year. 

· Represent their school, their city, and their country in a positive and responsible manner.

· Demonstrate maturity and a willingness to explore and engage other cultures with an open mind.

· Continue to study Chinese in the next school year.

· Give presentations on their experience at schools and community organizations during the year after their return from China.

To take part in the program, students must be ready to:

· Adapt to different cultures with maturity and respect.

· Work as a team with the other China Scholars and chaperones from other American cities.
· Be supported throughout the summer by program chaperones, host teachers, and the Americans Promoting Study Abroad team in Beijing.
· Continue their study of the Chinese language, and continue with the program for at least one year upon their return to the US.

Application Instructions
Please complete all sections by typing or printing clearly. Feel free to use the electronic version of this document to prepare your responses.  A complete application will include:

· 4-page application form, with parent signature(s)
· Two 300-word essays

· Student copy of your transcript (including available grades from this academic year)

· 2 written recommendations: one from your Chinese language teacher, and one from another teacher, school administrator, or guidance counselor

· Letter from your parent/guardian expressing support for your application

Applications are due no later than the end of the day, Friday, March 12, 2010

Hand-deliver or mail the completed application package to:

Sally Schwartz

DC Center for Global Education and Leadership

3601 Connecticut Avenue, NW #500

Washington, DC  20008

*24-hour desk service is available to receive applications.  This building is located ½ block from the Cleveland Park metro stop on the red line.

Finalists will be invited for a personal interview before the final selection is made.

Americans Promoting Study Abroad China Scholars

Student Application Form

The DC Center for Global Education and Leadership is the DC partner to Americans Promoting Study Abroad, and is managing the local student selection process for this very exciting international program.  This is an application for admission to become an “Americans Promoting Study Abroad China Scholar.”  You must respond to all questions in the application in order to be considered for admission.

To process your application, we need the following items:

· Completed 4-page application form

· Two 300-word essays

· Student copy of your transcript (including available grades from this academic year)

· Two written recommendations: one from your Chinese teacher; a second from another teacher, school administrator or guidance counselor

· Letter from your parent/guardian expressing support of your application

Accepted students will also be required to provide the following documentation at a later date:

· Statement of Health (to be signed by student and parent)

· Program Agreement

· Parental Permission to Administer Medication

· Media Release Form

	STUDENT INFORMATION

First Name: ___________________________Last Name: __________________________________

Gender (circle one):     M      F           Birth date: ____/____/___  (month/day/year)        Age: ______
Place of Birth: _____________________________  School: ________________________________
Current Grade Level: ________   Cumulative Grade Point Average: _________
Present country of citizenship: _____________________________________ 
Native language, if other than English: _______________________________



	STUDENT CONTACT INFORMATION

Mailing Address – Street: ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: _____   Zip Code: _________
Primary Phone Number: __________________________Phone Type: Mobile – Home – School

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________

           

	PASSPORT INFORMATION

Do you have a valid U.S. passport? ______   If yes, expiration date ____________

(Student applicants are not required to have a passport prior to selection.)




Beijing Summer 2010 Application


Student Name    __________________________
	PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION

1st Parent/Guardian Information

Name: __________________________________Relation to Student: _____________________

Primary Address – Street: ________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: ______    Zip Code: ___________
Primary Phone Number: ________________________Phone Type: 
Mobile – Home – School

Alternate Phone Number: _______________________Phone Type: 
Mobile – Home – School

Email Address:______________________________________________________________

2nd  Parent/Guardian Information

Name: ______________________________________ Relation to Student: _________________
Primary Address – Street:  ________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: _____  Zip Code: _____________
Primary Phone Number: _______________________ Phone Type: 
Mobile – Home – School

Alternate Phone Number: ______________________Phone Type: 
Mobile – Home – School

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________



	LANGUAGE BACKGROUND
Present Foreign Language course of study: ______________________________________________
List any previous language studies and what level was attained:

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________


	INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

Have you traveled internationally before?  Yes ______  No _____

If yes, please list the countries, dates of travel, and briefly describe type of travel.




Beijing Summer 2010 Application


Student Name    __________________________
	SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

List school and afterschool activities (including sports), achievements, special honors and leadership positions.



	COMMUNITY SERVICE

Describe your community service activities.



	INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Describe any specific courses you have taken or activities related to international affairs you have participated in that you believe help prepare you for this trip.     

Describe any previous interest in or experiences related to China or Chinese culture.



	HEALTH INFORMATION
Are you presently taking any medication(s) for any illness or medical condition?  _____Yes   _____ No
If yes, please explain.  Also, describe any other health issue or condition that may impact your ability to fully and safely participate in this summer program. 




Beijing Summer 2010 Application


Student Name    __________________________
ESSAYS
Please answer BOTH of the following questions in essay form, typed and double-spaced, on separate sheets of paper:

1. Why are you studying Chinese? Why do you want to go to China, and how do you believe it will benefit your future goals?   (Length: Approximately 300 words)
2. Describe three or more personal characteristics, qualities, or talents you possess that you believe will equip you well for taking part in this international study program.  What do you believe will be your biggest challenge?   (Length: Approximately 300 words)

If you would like to share additional information about yourself, which you believe will help the Selection Committee understand you better, please feel free to do so below or on separate paper.

Signature of student  ______________________________________________ Date _______

Signature of parent or guardian 
_____________________________________ Date _______

Signature of second parent or guardian 
______________________________ Date ________

Applications must be received no later than the end of the day, March 12, 2010.
Application Submission Instructions:

Please hand-deliver or mail the completed application, with essays, recommendations, parent letter, and a student copy of your transcript to:

Sally Schwartz

DC Center for Global Education and Leadership

3601 Connecticut Avenue, NW  #500

Washington, DC  20036
This is ½ block from the Cleveland Park metro stop on the Red Line.  There is 24-hour lobby service for hand deliveries.  Please call Sally at 202-251-1692 to ensure your application has been received.



Additional information on the DC China Scholars Program and downloadable application forms can be found at CGEL’s website at www.dc-cgel.org.  If you have questions or require additional assistance, feel free to contact Sally at 202-251-1692, or email dc.cgel@gmail.com or sally@dc-cgel.org.  Good luck!!!!
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